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sheriff's office as deputy, the first of his race to hold this position. Hardin
remained in the sheriff’s office until his death in October of 1938.56

The next two decades were exciting and prosperous times for Portland’s
black community. Between 1900 and 1920, the work of many African
American national organizations surfaced in Portland. Members of
Portland's black community continued to organize fraternal lodges,
women’s clubs and political groups. Several individuals started businesses
catering to a predominantly black clientele. Despite the persistent climate
of discrimination, these groups were able to successfully meet the needs of
that community.

56Anderson, Op. cit., p. 96.
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